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year.Royal Typewriter Models: Royal 0, Royal 1, Royal 10, Royal 1200 Electric, Royal 440, Royal 470, Royal 480, Royal 5, Royal 550, Royal 560, Royal 565, Royal 590, Royal 6, Royal 612 Automatic, Royal 660, Royal 8, Royal 890, Royal 970, Royal 990, Royal 991, Royal A, Royal Academy, Royal Administrator, Royal All-American, Royal All-Electric,
Royal Alpha 620C, Royal Apollo 10, Royal Apollo 10-GT, Royal Aristocrat, Royal Arrow, Royal Astronaut, Royal BETA 200, Royal Beta 8000, Royal Beta 8000T, Royal Brillant, Royal Caravan, Royal Cavalier, Royal Cavalier1200, Royal Century, Royal Century 2000, Royal Citadel, Royal Citadelle, Royal Classic, Royal Commander, Royal Companion, Royal
Crescent, Royal Custom, Royal Custom II, Royal Custom III, Royal Custom IV, Royal Custom Ultronic, Royal Dart, Royal De Luxe, Royal Diana, Royal Eldorado, Royal Eldorado Deluxe, Royal Electress, Royal Emperor, Royal Empress, Royal Ensign, Royal Epoch, Royal Fiesta, Royal Forward I, Royal FP, Royal Futura 400, Royal Futura 600, Royal Futura
800, Royal Grand, Royal H, Royal HE, Royal Herald, Royal Heritage, Royal HH, Royal Home 'N Away, Royal Jetstar, Royal Jubilee, Royal Junior, Royal Jupiter 10, Royal Jupiter 12, Royal Keystone, Royal KH, Royal KHM, Royal KHT, Royal KMG, Royal KMM, Royal Lark, Royal Medallion II, Royal Mercury, Royal MM, Royal O, Royal Office-Master Deluxe,
Royal P, Royal Parade, Royal Pennant, Royal Quiet, Royal Quiet De Luxe, Royal Quiet Deluxe, Royal RE, Royal Royalite, Royal Royalite '64, Royal Royalite '65, Royal Royalite 120, Royal Royaluxe, Royal Royaluxe 425, Royal Roytype ME25 Extra, Royal RP, Royal Sabre, Royal Safari, Royal Safari Deluxe, Royal Sahara, Royal Saturn, Royal Scrittore II,
Royal Senior Commander, Royal Senior Companion, Royal Signet, Royal Signet Junior, Royal Signet Senior, Royal Skylark, Royal Speed King, Royal Superia, Royal Tab-O-Matic, Royal Telstar, Royal Traveler, Royal Ultronic, Royal Varsity Royal Signet & Junior Serial #s E5903, ES19889, J28077, J30689, BJ63590 1932-1935 Little information is
available on this family. The first of these, the Signet, was made only from Autumn, 1932 until about Sept, 1933. Rolled out with a heavy advertising campaign that included an essay contest, it was marketed as a low-cost alternative for "children, housewives, and letter writers". It is caps-only, with a san-serif italic font designed especially for this
machine for maximum readability. It's entirely possible that the Signet was Royal's answer to Remington's no-frills Remie Scout. Despite immediate popularity, the Signet was abruptly discontinued after a single year. It seems that its low cost and popularity turned out to be its own undoing. The public was buying, but dealers weren't re-ordering. At
$29.50, the Signet undercut the dealers' rental and rebuilt-machines business, both critical profit items. Royal had reasoned that the Signet's customers, once having mastered the Signet's simple features, would trade up for a more expensive model. However, in the thick of the Depression, dealers had little interest in waiting for the Signet to turn a
profit "in the long run". So the Signet was discontinued and replaced around November, 1933, with something Royal internally called the 845, or "45" for short. (I'm still trying to identify exactly what this machine was.) A variation, the Signet Senior, typed in standard upper- and lower-case, and came in black. It was apparently manufactured
simultaneously with the caps-only Signet, leaving it unclear as to whether the two have unique serial number sequences or are intermixed. There are a few variations among Seniors: early ones have a tall "cowell" with the name printed up front, like the caps-only Signet; others, like the one shown here, have a shorter cowell and the name printed on
the paper tray. Early Seniors have a single shift key, on the left, and a metal tab for a shiftlock. Later, a second shift key was added to the right side, and eventually the shiftlock was upgraded from a tab to a proper key. The Signet is certainly radically different from all other Royal typewriters, except for its direct descendents shown below. It's so
different that some people suspect that it was not designed by Royal at all. Lending substance to this theory is the fact that no Royal design patent exists for the Signet. I have found design patents for every other model, including the Junior and one model that was never made, but not for the Signet. There is one patent for an early concept of Royal's
first portable: no. 1,417,910 from May, 1922. It bears a striking resemblance to the Signet. Perhaps an old design was dusted off and tweaked? Following in the Signet's footsteps, the Junior was also aimed at Depression-stricken Americans. Like the Signet, there is no tab, backspace, margin release, ribbon color selector, or left-hand platen knob.
Mounted in the center rear is a single left margin stop, eliminating the need for a right-margin bell. The shell is made of the thinnest sheet metal, easily pliable with your bare hands. All evidence indicates that the Junior was a direct evolution of the Signet Senior, as their internal workings are virtually identical. The "missing link" model shown above
is effectively a Signet Senior with the Junior name on it. It appeared sometime in late 1933 or early 1934 (the earliest ad I have seen ran in April, '34); only about 5,000 Juniors were made in this style before changing to the sloped-top body shown below. Yet another version of the Junior exists, with a squared-off shell more closely resembling other
Royal products. It appears to have been introduced around June, 1935. Some are equipped with a backspace key, while others are not. Based on ads, industry publications, and serial numbers, the timeline of the various versions is roughly: 1932: Signet (possibly shares serial number sequence with Signet Senior; at least 24,000 combined units) 1933:
Signet Senior (>=24,000 combined w/original Signet); Signet bodied Junior (appx 5,000 made, 3,000 with crinkle finish, 2,000 with gloss finish) 1934: Sloped-body Junior (appx 30,000 made) 1935: squared Junior (unknown number made) Page 2 To get it out of the way at the start, this Harry A. Smith #6 is really a Harris Visible #4. I don't have a
Harris, so this Harry will have to represent them. The Harris (which also went by the names Rex and Demountable) found its way into many homes thanks to the original Home Shopping Network, the Sears catalog. Although not nearly as solid as the Oliver and having a rather harsh keyboard touch, the Harris is the only one of the group featured here
to feature basket shift. All of the others move the carriage up and down, which can be quite tiring on the poor pinky finger that has to work the Fig key. Note, too, that this is the only machine of the group to offer a second, right-hand Fig key. After an in-depth study of serial number sequences by Will Davis, It's now thought that this machine may
have been one of 800 purchased by Sears for internal office use, as opposed to sale though its catalog. Over the recent years, the value of Royal typewriters has been broadly stable, leveling off to be equivalent to that of its rivals, including Smith-Corona, Remington, Hermes, and so forth.Any typewriter models mentioned earlier would be an excellent
starting point for your developing collection. However, the most prized vintage typewriters among collectors, in particular, are Royal models.But You might be unsure which of the various Royal typewriters available best suits your financial standing.Continue reading to find out more about the history of the Royal Typewriter Company, some iconic
models, and where to look for a vintage Royal typewriter. Royal Typewriter: The StoryBefore the invention of computers, typewriters satisfied our desire to write more quickly than our pens could handle.The loud strikes of a letter key pressing paper to an inked ribbon and metal plate to generate an inked letter on a white page are no measure for the
soft clicks of keyboard keys.A line of type ended with a resounding bell ding, and a new, blank line of paper began to appear as the carriage slammed shut.Edward B. Hess and Lewis Myers founded The Royal Typewriter Company. Established in Brooklyn, New York, in 1904, Royal quickly settled in Hartford.The company initially thought about
moving to Manchester, Connecticut, but instead acquired a property on New Park Avenue in Hartford in 1906 and set up shop there.However, the duo struggled to meet financial obligations in the first few years. In addition, the Royal Grand, their sole production model, wasnt selling all that well.So, they pitched their ideas to a savvy investor by the
name of Thomas F. Ryansince it was pricey and eerily comparable to the one from Remington. Ryan offered Hess and Myers $220,000 in exchange for complete financial control over the business.The Royal standard, created and sold out of Hartford, Connecticut, in 1906, was the first Royal typewriter the team produced and sold using this
funding.The Royal Grand, on the other hand, got eliminated from the market and was never again seen, along with its encased ribbon spindles and upright construction.Since the introduction of the first Royal Machines in 1906, the Royal Standard model, the businesss reputation has progressively improved. But the company didnt have its first
significant success until it introduced the Model 10 typewriter in 1914.This design went on to become the leading technology for desktop typewriters. All through the 20th century, Royal went on producing high-quality typewriters, most of which are now sought after by collectors.By the middle of the 20th century, The Royal Typewriter Company was
already the biggest corporation in the world. They solely focused on the production of typewriters, employing over 6,000 people.By the year 2000, personal computers quickly took the role of typewriters in homes and workplaces. Because of that, typewriters were essentially obsolete due to the rise in modern technology.The Royal Typewriter
Company announced in April 1954 that it would merge with McBee, a well-known producer of equipment and supplies for accounting and statistics.The Royals investors approved the merger scheme in July, leading to the establishment of Royal McBee.As a result of the merger, sales climbed from $84.7 million to nearly $113 million between 1954 and
1964.Because of the successes recorded, the Fortune 500regularly included Royal McBee as a corporation.Furthermore, Litton Industries shareholders accepted Royal McBees purchase in December 1964.The companies finalized the agreement in March 1965, and Royal McBee was once again known as Royal Typewriter under the Litton
industries.Today, the Royal Typewriter Company is still in business under the name Royal Consumer Information Products Inc. They specialize in sports, health-related, and office products.The Royal Typewriter Air TrucksIn 1926, Royal introduced a more portable typewriter design. At that time, they needed to catch up with the market, so they came
up with a bold idea. To parachute the machine to dealers.The idea was that people would consider the manual portables as undoubtedly tough if they could cope with a parachute drop while packaged as if they were being transported by truck or rail.The Royal Typewriter Company chose the recently unveiled Ford Motor Company Tri-motor aircraft. It
was the biggest cargo aircraft in the world and undoubtedly attracted consumers attention.Royal spent $75,000 on a brand-new Ford Tri-motor, dubbed the Royal Air Truck, and launched his marketing campaign over a hundred feet in the air at an incredible 110 mph.The companys air mail delivery and advertising effort are one of the fascinating
aspects of the Royal typewriter story.Across the American east coast, a fleet of Royal Air Trucks allegedly dropped crates full of typewriters. According to Mcfaddin-Ward House, Royals delivered 11,000 Royal machines via air mail.After the exercise, they discovered only six machines got some damage. It then proved that Royal typewriters were
strong.This campaigns media and press reputation were essential in helping the Royal Typewriter Company make its name in the cut-throat competition.Iconic Royal Model and ValuesThe value of an antique Royal typewriter might vary significantly based on its model and rarity. All old Royal typewriters are valuable, but the versions from the first
half of the 20th century are often used.Here are a few of the most iconic and most valuable models of the Royal typewriters to keep an eye out for:The Royal StandardIlmage Credits:AmericanHistoryThis typewriter is the first Royal Standard design; the Royal Standard model number 1 followed shortly after. The Royal Standard typewriter has a
QWERTY keyboard with visible lettering and a flatbed design.The typist had to raise the carriage on early typewriters with upward-striking typebars to view what they had writtentypical of the manual typewriter models.This Royal Standard model was the first Royal typewriter, making it extremely valuable for historical and collecting reasons.Prices
can run up to hundreds of dollars, especially for devices in good condition or vetted by experts.Royals Standard, in good condition, can fetch something a little above$1000. The Royal 5 can get a value of up to $700.0Other types of the royal stand are royal 6 and royal 8, having a flatbed carriage of 15 and 19 respectively.Royal Model 10Royal Model 10
(Sold $71)The Model 10 was the Royal Companys breakout star from this standard regular series. The typewriter was said to have everything one might need for writing in America.This Royal manual typewriter that succeeded the Royal standard has rasped double glass panels on its ends and a conventional upright style.Model 10, introduced in 1914,
was exceedingly simple to operate, quick, and responsive. As a result, families all over the world desired to own a Royal Model 10, which at the time set the bar for desktop typewriters.These devices are expensive due to their antiquity and historical appeal. For instance, a 1921 Model 10 is advertised for $700, and a recent Model 10 is listed from one
seller for $700.Royal Senior CompanionRoyal Senior Companion (Sold $120)The Royal typewriter company introduced this royal machine in the 1950s. It is a type of royal companion made with the students in mind.Even though it resembles a Quiet Deluxe, there are numerous differences. But the absence of Touch Control stands out the most. In
addition, a tabulator, paper support, pop-up ribbon cover, and a plate on the front are also absent from it.The nameplate is also painted on and has a well-structured and exposed carriage on the right and left sides. Unfortunately, it also lacks the line-finder included in the Quiet Deluxe.The senior companion typewriter has one lever for the carriage
release and manual margins. In comparison to the Quiet Deluxe, it has a significantly lighter touch.However, glancing at the painted nameplates reveals the mastery of the Royal Typewriter Company.The Royal Senior Companion nameplate is straight on the panel as if it were the independent element on the Quiet Deluxe. More so, a delicate pinstripe
borders the Royal nameplate.One of the 1950s Royals models with a much lower price Royals was this one. It employs a similar tweed-covered fiberglass case to its expensive counterparts and is exceptionally well-made. But unlike its more expensive counterparts, you can remove the cases lid, allowing you to type while its attached to the cases
base.Despite their inexpensive nature, the typewriter will still give you some good dollars as a collectible or whatever they use. A seller values the machine in functional condition to be $190.Royal Quiet DeluxeRoyal Quiet Deluxe (Sold: $84)The Royal Quiet Deluxe was one of the most well-known Royal portables throughout its production. It included
features like an automatic paper lock scale, a quick ribbon cover changer, an adjustment knob at the left side of the carriage, and a magic margin.The Royal Quiet Deluxe was first introduced in 1939 and remained in production until 1948, then reintroduced in 1955 with a new palette of vivid, eye-catching hues.Like the Model P, the Quiet De Luxe is
typically available for reasonable amounts. A gold Quiet De Luxe limited edition that Royal produced in 1947 also featured in the James Bond film Goldeneye.It is also worthy of note that despite having access to various typewriters, Ernest Hemmingway preferred the Royal Quiet Deluxe.The Royal A Deluxe is another notable member of the deluxe
family.See also What to Do With Inherited Ivory: Tips for SellingThe Royal A typewriter, introduced in 1935, has a tabulator, touch control, and finger comfort keys. It also has an automatic paper lock. When completely functional, the deluxe machine is worth $500 to $700; for example, Sothebys puts one up for auction for $700.Royal PortablesVintage
Royal Portable Manual Typewriter Model O Touch Control w case (Sold: $152.5)Because of their portability, portable typewriters get their moniker. The Royal portable manual typewriter designed for quick note-taking is typically 10 to 15 pounds lighter than regular ones. By producing their first portable in 1926, The Royal Typewriter Company
introduced their portable line much later than their rivals.Other portables introduced by the Royal Typewriter Company areRoyal CustomRoyal SafariRoyal SabreRoyal Astronaut portableRoyal Epoch manual portablesin general, royal portables from the 1920s through 1940s are worth $500 to $800, while those from the 1950s through 1970s are
worth anything from $200 to $600.For example, a 1930s royal Custom portable at eBay goes for $600.The Royal Model P, available in several colors like green or red, was the first manual portable typewriter and one of Royals most famous models. Depending on its condition, you can typically find a model P for a few hundred dollars.Royal Classic
Manual TypewriterRoyal Safari Portable Typewriter with Matching Case Used (Sold: $200)Royal continues its long tradition of producing high-quality typewriters by introducing the brand-new Classic manual typewriter!The Royal Classic model has a durable metal shell and offers the necessary features for writing a novel, songs, or sending a
traditional letter. It also comes with a little paper guide.Take a trip down memory lane with the Royal Classic in black, red, green, or mint, and forget that a computer will never be as attractive as a colorful typewriter.A functional Royal classic manual typewriter in good condition is worth anything from $200 and above. For example, a royal Safari
manual portable and a royal scrittore ii made in china list on eBayfor $220Royal Aristocrat1940 antique royal aristocrat portable typewriter (Sold: $229)The Royal Aristocrat Combines the finest offices level of exquisite craftsmanship.It has a sleek and straightforward twin-pak ribbon changeover.With Royals touch control, you may adjust the soft keys
responsiveness to your preferences.You can set the margin immediately, thanks to its magic margin. As a result of its features, a Royal Aristocrat indeed was state-of-the-art.Recently, a good-conditioned royal aristocrat sold for $175. You can also get a refurbished one for $500. That is to say; it will surely bring you a few hundred dollars.Royal
SignetRoyal Signet Cursive Typewriter (Sold: $140)The Royal Signet was only produced from the fall of 1932 until around September 1933. However, it was a low-cost option for children and housewives when it launched with a vigorous advertising effort that included an essay competition.It is all caps and has a specifically created, highly readable
sans-serif italic font for this system.The Royal Signet was unexpectedly canceled after one year, despite its immediate popularity. As a result, its rarity could mean a better value, especially for collectors.Following right after in the same manner was the royal junior. It is pretty evident that it was a direct replica of the Royal signet because the inner
workings were the same.The signet value today ranges between $100 to $400 in mint condition.Royal ArrowVtg Circa 1939 Royal Arrow Portable Manual Typewriter Black Keys (Sold: $125)The primary purpose of the Royal arrow typewriter was for military use.During World War II, the arrow model was solely for the use of the American Navy (It has
the U.S. Navy etched on the paper guide).The machine had a radio mill that the ship operator used to transcribe messages. It also had a unique 9-pitch all-caps typeface and a slashed zero.The Royal arrow typewriter can fetch hundreds of dollars based on its antiquity and history. For example, a seller recently posted a vintage arrow typewriter at
$200 on eBay.Royal Royalite ModelVTG Royal ROYALITE Portable Typewriter (Sold: $350)The Royalite was a product of the Royal Mcbee Corporation from the middle of the 1950s to the early 1960s in Holland.The Royalites creation was an entry-level, portable, ultra-compact typewriter. It is strong, lightweight, and has good fundamental
functionality.For collectors and fans of typewriters, the 1959 Royal Royalite is an assumed replica of the Royal Eldorado. As a result, the same machine with less flash also means less coin.Examples of other models made after the Royal Royalite are the Royal dart, recently sold for a little over $100 on Etsy, and the Royal lark, valued at $150 on eBay,
both in good condition.By the turn of 1950, Royal introduced its first electric typewriter. They made use of carbon ribbon and plastic keys. The most notable models were the Royal Sprite (which had a transistor radio), Royal Diana, and Royal Empress.Royal MercuryVintage 1970s Royal Mercury Manual portable typewriter with lid (Sold: $35) Portable
has a small metal body made in Japan by Silver Seiko. The earliest models have ivory paint on them. They are also marketed as the Royal 200.0ther typewriters that followed this model were the Royal Century, except that it had a raised ribbon cover.See also How to Identify & Date Glass Bottle Markings Bottom?The royal mercury model lists on eBay
at a price of over $160 when in good condition.Royal FuturaVintage Royal Futura 800 Manual Typewriter rare Meadow GREEN w Case (Sold: $150)The Royals created the Royal Futura, a manual portable typewriter, from 1958 to 1962. The release of the Futura signaled a change in direction for the manufacturing of Royal portable typewriters in
terms of look, features, and cost.Students-focused aggressive print advertising bolstered sales, while the Futura itself was significantly discounted near the conclusion of its production life.All through t the early and middle of the 1960s, additional Royal models gradually incorporated the revolutionary new style, and later that decade, the term Futura
would continue on another model.The Royal Futura has currently enlisted at avalueabove $340.How to Identify and Date Vintage Royal TypewritersThere are a few indicators you can look for to see if the typewriter you own is a Royal. If you want to purchase an antique Royal typewriter but are unsure of its model, these factors can also be
helpful.First, look for the Royal name printed on each Royal typewriter. The name location is always on the machines sides, on the top rear of the machine, well above carriage return, and above the keys.The right side of the Royals R has a long flair that wraps around the word Royal and ends beneath the first leg of the A. Later models either omitted
the flourish in favor of printing the name in block font or stretched it under the complete word.Secondly, check for either silver (found on the Royal 10 model) or gold (found on the Royal 1 model) lettering. The early Royal typewriters have gold or silver lettering, including the patent information.Inspect Royals patents on the back. Future versions
added many additional patent dates after the original Royals initial list of 25.The colors used in later Royal models varied drastically, changing virtually year.Furthermore, locate the serial number on the device to find out the typewriters manufacturing year. The serial number can be inside, close to the ribbon holder, or it might be on the machines
rear.Search the typewriter serial numbers databaseto find the year the serial number falls. These serial numbers will confirm that the machine is a Royal and establish the exact manufacturing date. Where Can You Buy Vintage Royal Typewriter?Finding a vintage typewriter may be the most challenging stage in the purchase process. However, if there
are any typewriter yard sales or tours in your region, you can check to see if they have any for sale, even if it doesnt happen often.If not, you can focus your search by visiting nearby vintage and independent online shops. The best restorations are frequently sold by independent merchants who can be found online or on social media.Above all, even
non-functional vintage typewriter still has value. If you happen to own a damaged or broken typewriter, you can still sell the different pieces to typewriter repair experts.You can also perform some simple Makeover and turn the machines into one-of-a-kind jewelry, dcor, and other items.Therefore, to realize your aspirations, turn to the most
dependable companies, like Royal, whether you decide to invest in a machine for yourself or want to give an outdated machine a new outlook on life.Also, when you have found the one you want to buy, confirm that the typewriter is fully functional if you are not buying just for the love of retro typewriters.Your alternatives are essentially the same if
you want to purchase an old Royal typewriter. However, when purchasing one online, be careful to ask the vendor any questions you may have.Additionally, because these devices can be pretty heavy, you might want to think about picking one up in person or inquire as to whether the seller offers free shipping. Lastly, confirm that the seller enables
returns if youre unhappy with your purchase.Final ThoughtsVintage typewriters are more common than ever, even though we live in a technologically advanced world. Some individuals love them because of their aesthetics, while others do so because they provide a more comfortable typing experience than a manual typewriter.If you want to
purchase an old Royal typewriter or any other vintage typewriter, several possibilities are available. Likewise, it wont be difficult for you to sell an outdated typewriter. And if its a collectible model, it might sell for a lot. In the past week or so two readers have asked for directions in finding the serial numbers on their typewriters, a later model
Imperial Good Companion portable and an L.C.Smith No 8 14-inch carriage standard. By chance, while looking for something else entirely, I came across this page from Wilf Beeching's Century of the Typewriter (1974 edition). It's not a complete guide by any means, but it may help some. For example, later model Imperial portables don't have the
serial number where Beeching points to, but underneath the left side ribbon capstan. I hope this helps John, who owns the L.C.Smith seen below. John wrote, "The serial number has eluded me. I have flipped it on all sides, slid the platen to both the extreme right and left and snooped around with a bright flashlight - all to no avail." Don't feel alone,
John, I am very familiar with that sense of frustration! Whew! Ive finally finished updating and correcting the TW-DB numbers for Royal, and what a mess that was. Pretty much all of the dates were wrong at least a year off, and sometimes more in some cases. I suspect that most of it probably came from a typo that Mr. Schumann might have made in
his spreadsheet, as I found some instances where years were simply skipped. Could be he originally had fairly close numbers and the date column got misaligned. In any case, its fixed. (:The sources that Mr Schumann used to compile the Royal list are mostly unavailable to me, so I could not check to see if the original source was off or if the data was
simply transcribed incorrectly. If anyone has copies of these sources, Id like to check them just to verify:Fabriknummernverzeichnis (Factory number Listing), booklet which could be purchased optionally with book reference No. 4, edition 1941, publ. by Johannes Meyer Verlag, Pappenheim 1941Ernst Martin, Die Schreibmaschine und ihre
Entwicklungsgeschichte(The Typewriter and the history of its developement), publ. by Johannes Meyer Verlag and Basten International, 1920 to 1949 and reprintsOffice Typewriter Age List No. 26, publ. by Smith-Corona, by courtesy of Mr. Ron Fuller, Los Angeles, USATypewriter Age Guide, publ. by Office Machines and Equipment Federation,
London, copies contributed by Mr. Bruce Beard, Australialf you have copies, please let me know how I can get ahold of at least the age list tables Id appreciate it.The sources I do have access to all agree almost exactly as to the serial numbers and dates, and that was a pleasant surprise. I expected more variance, but once I compared them all side-by-
side, I found them matching up with each other with almost perfect precision. That gave me a great deal of confidence that I was on the right track, and over the past year Ive been using these numbers to date quite a few machines Ive encountered and that have been asked about in the typosphere. Invariably, these lists produced dates that made
sense considering what we know about body styles and features we should expect for certain years on certain machines again, a good clue that TW-DB was just off track and that these contemporary sources were much better and more accurate.In the end, I was able to make use of *ALL* the contemporary sources I had access to, without more than a
couple variances. Here they are:Wilfred Beechings Century of the Typewriter Pages 160-161 Pub. 1974Beeching, which is also one of the sources that Mr. Schumann used, is generally vague and probably not entirely accurate, but is the only source we currently have for later-model Royal Portables like the Safari and Royalite. In those cases where we
have no other source to confirm or deny Beechings numbers, Ive let them stand. It would be nice to have more recent and reliable data for these later-model Royal Portables, and thats on my wish list. NOMDA Royal Portables, 1961-62NOMDA Royal Portables, 1962The best and most clear data for older Royal Portables exists only in these two pages
gleaned from Bill Wahls collection of NOMDA (National Office Machine Dealer Association) line books from the early 1960s. All of the other sources either completely ignore portables, or only run the first column of numbers for the higher-end portables and ignore the lower end portables in the second column. This had previously led to a lot of people
dating 1920s machines as being made in the 30s, and then being a couple of years off in addition due to TW-DBs year-shift problem. This is where I started basically wiping out the entire Portables section and replacing it with these NOMDA numbers. Sadly, they end at 1959, and we could use data for 1960 to the 1970s.NOMDA Standards,

1961 NOMDA Electrics, 1961NOMDA Standards, 1962NOMDA Standards, 1964, compiled by Olivetti-UnderwoodNOMDA Electrics, 1964, compiled by Olivetti-UnderwoodNOMDA, April 1984NOMDA, April 1984The NOMDA lists above, all provided by Bill Wahl of Mesa Typewriter Exchange, list Royal Standards and Electics in different pages and
columns, but the number series between the two are practically identical. For the purposes of the Typewriter Database, I decided to group all standards and electrics together with a note to the effect that very early electrics were numbered to 16M then they switch to the same serial number series as standards. (16 thousand M stands for Mille not
Million, and Mille is latin or french or whatever for Thousand. This is something I know only because I spent a lot of time in the printing industry. anyway, anywhere you see M in these lists, you can substitute 3 zeros, 000.)Royal according to the Remington Factory, early 50sRoyal according to the Remington Factory, early 50sRoyal according to the
Remington Factory, early 50sRoyal according to the Remington Factory, early 50sThe 4 pages above, supplied by Richard Polt, are from a larger package of data from the Remington factory, and is apparently from the records kept by Remington on their rivals. It too, is highly accurate and detailed, and mentions specifically that the Electrics followed
the same serial number series as Standards. It agrees in nearly every detail with the NOMDA Lists, but expands on that data by offering many more details about specific models. This was invaluable in correcting the weird notes in the Standards section of TW-DB which were apparently gleaned from Beeching. Beeching tells you to treat certain Y
prefix machines as if they came from earlier runs. The Remington notes explain why and state much more clearly how the rebuilt Y prefix machines should be treated date-wise.Royal Line List, 1959?0livetti-Underwood line list, 1960sOlivetti-Underwood line list, 1960sThe line lists shown above, provided by the Davis brothers and hosted here at
MOLG, served mainly as confirmation of the lists already mentioned. It was very nice to have them line up so nicely with the other data.Other validating data was examined from here at MOLG. This list also states specifically that Royal Electrics and Standards were in the same serial number series.All of the above data from NOMDA, REMINGTON
and the alternate lists directly contradicted the entire date range that TW-DB had listed for Standards, so I ended up ripping that ENTIRE section out as well and rebuilding it. The sources above also had a much more complete date range, once you compiled them together, so it worked out pretty nicely.Therefore, if you dated your Royal *anything*
with TW-DB before today, you most likely have an inaccurate date, possibly only by a year, but very likely more. I suggest re-dating all of your Royals according to the new list. comments, suggestions, new data? Comment below: This is an incomplete catalog of Royal Portable Typewriters made between 1926 and 1986. I have done my best to calculate
rough production numbers by subtracting one year from another (ex: 1/1965-1/1964=1964 production). Early Royal production numbers are easy, because the first Portable had a serial number of 1. Items in brackets do not appear on the typewriters themselves, but are a reference point for identification.This list will be updated over time. If you have
any information on Royal Portables, please send it to typewriterresearch (at) gmail.com This is a typical example of a Royal Model P. The Royal Model P was the first successful Royal Portable, and one of the longest-lived ones. (In 1930, when the Portable was redesigned, the former P became the Model O, and was produced until 1934.) This
typewriter was offered in several color schemes, including black-and-red, black-and-green, black-and-orange, and black, just to name a few. (Nick Bodemer collection). About 260000 were produced between 1926 and 1930. The successor to the first Royal Portable is seen above. The Royal Portable was redesigned in 1930, giving it hinged ribbon
covers and new blended duotone color schemes. Later in the year, a hinged carrying case (known as the Duo-Case) was introduced. Approximately 94,231 examples were produced, including the previous model (which was produced until 1934). (Nick Bodemer collection) In 1934, Royal introduced the Model O/Touch Control portable, which added a
new key-tension lever (known as "Touch Control"). In 1937, a De Luxe model was introduced, which added a tabulator, two nickel-plated bands and crinkle paint. Another version was called the "Quiet"--it added extra soundproofing and a softer platen (main roller). The Quiet and Deluxe were merged in 1938 into the Quiet Deluxe.A Royal Deluxe is
seen above. Notice the nickel bands running along the front and sides of the machine, and the stamped Royal logo above the words "DE LUXE". Total production (including the Quiet, Deluxe, and Model O): 398,411 (Nick Bodemer Collection) 1938-1948 A 1941 Quiet Deluxe is pictured above--it can most easily be identified by its tweed carrying case
with leather bands running along the top and bottom. An alternate method of identification is the black band running through the chrome trim on the ribbon cover and the rectangular shift keys (By 1942, the black band was replaced with solid chrome). The first Magic Margin portables have round shift keys, and were the first basket-shifted Royal
Portables. Until 1951, Magic Margin only set the left margin. This was Royal's basic model in the late thirties and early forties--while it has a bell, it lacks a right margin. According to a period Sears catalog, it came in a black-and-white tweed colored case, although most of these have turned brown with age. 1948-1950 In 1945, Henry Dreyfuss was
granted a patent for the casing of a portable typewriter. It was a much boxier machine than the previous Royal Portable design. The two-tone color scheme was replaced in 1950 by the Gray Magic color scheme. (Picture coming soon) In 1951, Royal redesigned their Henry Dreyfuss portables with new rounded edges and plastic-topped keys. It also
gained Art Deco wings around the ribbon reverse and ribbon color selector. These were the first Royal Portables withfiberglass cases. The colors that were available were Velvetone Gray and Velvetone Tan. Velvetone Gray machines had gray keys and a red case lining, while Velvetone Tan machines had green keys and a green case lining. In 1953,
the Royal Portable was slightly redesigned, with a push-button ribbon cover (the ribbon reverse lever was moved under the hood) By 1955, Royal offered six colors on the Quiet Deluxe: red, pink, blue, yellow, green, and charcoal in addition to the standard gray. Here's a pink one:While most 1956-1957 Quiet Deluxe portables came equipped in a
taupe-lined gray carrying case, it appears that many pink ones came in green-lined tweed cases. style="display:block" data-ad-client="ca-pub-2810515225711409" data-ad-slot="3407523177" data-ad-format="auto"> As an eBay Partner, we may be compensated if you make a purchase Serial #C-850215 View Gallery Serial #C-853430 View Gallery
Serial #C-859599 View Gallery Serial #C-860851 View Gallery Serial #C-869371 View Gallery Serial #C-874874 View Gallery Serial #C-888693 View Gallery Serial #C-894240 View Gallery Serial #C-894795 View Gallery Serial #C88-821794 View Gallery Serial #C88-824118 View Gallery Serial #0-897896 View Gallery Serial #963716 View Gallery
Serial #C 944921 View Gallery Serial #C-908470 View Gallery Serial #C-928372 View Gallery Serial #C-929281 View Gallery Serial #C-936284 View Gallery Serial #C-962522 View Gallery Serial #C-991541 View Gallery Serial #C88 - 937480 View Gallery Serial #C981613 View Gallery Serial #981198 View Gallery Serial #C-1034727 View Gallery
Serial #C-1037160 View Gallery Serial #C-1038909 View Gallery Serial #C-1061856 View Gallery Serial #C-1102565 View Gallery Serial #C-1111118 View Gallery Serial #C-982711 View Gallery Serial #C-996132 View Gallery Serial #C1079771 View Gallery Serial #C1090368 View Gallery Serial #C88-1058130R View Gallery Serial #C88-
1064749P View Gallery Serial #C -1139280 View Gallery Serial #C-1126285R View Gallery Serial #C-1126338R View Gallery Serial #C-1127797R View Gallery Serial #C-1132321R View Gallery Serial #C-1140046 View Gallery Serial #C-1151588 View Gallery Serial #C-1194407 View Gallery Serial #C-1230886 View Gallery Serial #C-1231208 View
Gallery Serial #C1170798 View Gallery Serial #C-1290259R View Gallery Serial #C-1292804 View Gallery Serial #C-1359645 View Gallery Serial #C-1372261 View Gallery Serial #C-1373262 View Gallery Serial #C-1421499 View Gallery Serial #C-1425645 View Gallery Serial #C1359604 View Gallery Serial #C1407951 View Gallery Serial
#c1446328 View Gallery Serial #1645704 View Gallery Serial #C 1720323 View Gallery Serial #C-1554994 View Gallery Serial #C-1569499 View Gallery Serial #C-1578864 View Gallery Serial #C-1580130 View Gallery Serial #C-1587245 View Gallery Serial #C-1593534 View Gallery Serial #C-1630226 View Gallery Serial #C-1673967 View
Gallery Serial #C-1695430 View Gallery Serial #C1613307 View Gallery Serial #C1643948 View Gallery Serial #C-1752177 View Gallery Serial #C-1753243 View Gallery Serial #C-1760410 View Gallery Serial #C-1764131R View Gallery Serial #C-1818618 View Gallery Serial #C-1824842 View Gallery Serial #C-1833672 View Gallery Serial #C-
1852532 View Gallery Serial #C-1922469 View Gallery Serial #C1796953 View Gallery Serial #C1854546 View Gallery Serial #C1875588 View Gallery Serial #c2132743 View Gallery Serial #CG-2102474 View Gallery Serial #CG-2107601 View Gallery Serial #2156291 View Gallery Serial #C2140133 View Gallery Serial #C2141092 View Gallery
Serial #C2150425 View Gallery Serial #CG-2168397R View Gallery Serial #CG 2355312 View Gallery Serial #CG-2397783 View Gallery Serial #CG-2451010 View Gallery Serial #CG-2572300 View Gallery Serial #CG-2582627 View Gallery Serial #A 5621783 View Gallery As an eBay Partner, we may be compensated if you make a purchase Serial
#KMM 14-1963038 View Gallery Serial #2271566 View Gallery Serial #KMM 14 2317425 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2284733 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2295686 View Gallery Serial #KMM 26-277A156 View Gallery Serial #2451767 View Gallery Serial #KMM 12-233017 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2333588 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2340741
View Gallery Serial #KMM 2453271 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2455158 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2478231 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2322716 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2439734 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2441159 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2460664 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2487734 View Gallery Serial #KMM14-2452311 View Gallery
Serial #None / Removed View Gallery Serial #US Army Air Corps View Gallery Serial #14-2567385 View Gallery Serial #2511964 View Gallery Serial #2597878 View Gallery Serial #KMM 14-2569109 View Gallery Serial #KMM 14-2905084 View Gallery Serial #KMM 20-2703030 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2517294 View Gallery Serial #KMM
2523046 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2542455 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2561879 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2576480 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2590373 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2591445 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2528764 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2553679 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2598448 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2650629 View
Gallery Serial #KMM-2659712 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2662910 View Gallery Serial #14R92-2753417 View Gallery Serial #2692240 View Gallery Serial #KMM - 2702808 View Gallery Serial #KMM 12-2602855 View Gallery Serial #KMM 14-2701084 View Gallery Serial #KMM 14-2899199 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2719884 View Gallery Serial
#KMM 2769953 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2852847 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2864811 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2884343 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2746962 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2776098 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2842098 View Gallery Serial #KMM12-2683777 View Gallery Serial #KMM12-2756669 View Gallery Serial #kmm14-
2778262 View Gallery Serial #KMM 12-2934745 View Gallery Serial #KMM 14-2931507 View Gallery Serial #KMM 14-2965676 View Gallery Serial #KMM 18-2975794 View Gallery Serial #KMM 2902234 View Gallery Serial #KMM 3006981 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2912996 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2919650 View Gallery Serial #KMM-
2927903 View Gallery Serial #KMM-2950384 View Gallery Serial #KMM14-2965676 View Gallery Serial #KMM14-2996756 View Gallery Serial #KMM 3086634 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3040298 View Gallery Serial #KMM12-3047529 View Gallery Serial #KMM18-3078485 View Gallery Serial #3182695 View Gallery Serial #KMM 12-3216034
View Gallery Serial #KMM 18-3195690 View Gallery Serial #KMM 3143859 View Gallery Serial #KMM 3161710 View Gallery Serial #KMM 3186816 View Gallery Serial #KMM 3189447 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3115894 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3147064 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3157315 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3174397 View Gallery
Serial #KMM-3175581 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3209934 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3363251 View Gallery Serial #KMM12-3132557 View Gallery Serial #KMM12-3197165 View Gallery Serial #KMM14-3687029 View Gallery Serial #KMM18 3164559 View Gallery Serial #3483363 View Gallery Serial #3492905 View Gallery Serial #3499507
View Gallery Serial #3790198 View Gallery Serial #KMM 3322650 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3283868 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3293998 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3335221 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3366806 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3379548 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3417248 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3458401 View Gallery Serial
#KMM-3477157 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3485646 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3505784 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3521139 View Gallery Serial #KMM11-3291137 View Gallery Serial #KMM12-3313306 View Gallery Serial #KMM12-3333990 View Gallery Serial #KMM12-3430636 View Gallery Serial #KMM12-3456370 View Gallery Serial
#KMM14-3336277 View Gallery Serial #KMM14-3350896 View Gallery Serial #KMM14-3466921 View Gallery Serial #KMM14-3542446 View Gallery Serial #3530918 View Gallery Serial #3551506 View Gallery Serial #3671243 View Gallery Serial #3715232 View Gallery Serial #3775871 View Gallery Serial #KMM 3577225 View Gallery Serial
#KMM 3732637 View Gallery Serial #KMM 3803788 View Gallery Serial #KMM-12-3715826 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3351085 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3530913 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3560580 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3561209 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3643852 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3649072 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3649885
View Gallery Serial #KMM-3672465 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3672465 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3681675 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3722609 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3806449 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3821003 View Gallery Serial #KMM12-3591010 View Gallery Serial #KMM12-3804615 View Gallery Serial #KMM14-3554018 View
Gallery Serial #KMM92-3804960 View Gallery Serial #KMM-3646198 View Gallery Serial #Unknown View Gallery Last week, I was again drawn helplessly to the McDonalds in Germantown, MD. The powerful gravitational force of a large, dysfunctional Olympia SG1 pulled me into its orbit and brought me to a parking lot in suburban Maryland
during a heat wave. Continue reading June 30, 2024maryech 8 Comments A couple weeks ago, Moe at my favorite junk shop asked me to take a look at her friend Tims typewriters. Tim is a retired newspaper reporter who has a taste for fine old typewriters. Continue reading March 10, 2016maryech 9 Comments I went into Mozos about a week and
half ago to check out Moes latest find: a 1970 Hermes 3000 with script typeface mint condition:Sweet!1970 Hermes 3000 Serial number: 70599221t had the original manual as well as an original brush:Not only that, it had the original warranty card:I felt like I should have completed the warranty and mailed it in.There was also a receipt for a draw
band repair. It cost $8.50 to get a draw band repaired in 1973:My question: how does a draw band snap in just three years of use? Hermes was obviously not using 801b fishing line for its draw bands.I congratulated Moe on her find and told her that while I wasnt in the market for a mint condition script Hermes 3000, she would certainly find a happy
buyer.Typewriters in needMoe asked me if I was interested in cleaning up a couple typewriters for her friend Tim. Tim is a retired newspaper reporter with a fondness for typewriters. He had two portable Royals that needed care. Both were very dirty, one with a broken draw band, one with a lot of rust and a cemented segment. I told Moe that I was
up for the job.I love before and after typewriter photography. I may have a fetish for decayif I know that its a temporary state. Here I indulge in what I call Beforn, a form of ruin porn:Thats a dead spider by the spoolAahh it speaks to mehelp meeeeWhite residue on the keys. Baby Blue had the same stuff. Its probably some chemical precipitate from
the 1950s plastic of the keys.Bad News and the Philosopher QueenMoe called me the next day while I was working on Tims Royals. Bad news. The Hermes 3000 got dropped. Could I come in and take a look? Of course.It didnt look too bad:Uh-oh.Moe was philosophical about the Hermes. She said: I dont get upset about that sort of thing. Why should
I?Indeed, shes right. Why should you?Philosopher Queen Moe, her bevy of beauties, and a stable of stallionsWhen Life Gives You a Broken Hermes, Make LemonadeMoe asked me if I could do anything to get it typing again. The carriage was mashed into the body and not moving. The plastic carriage housing was shattered and the cool margin
indicator was pulled out. Blurg.Then I had an idea. My birthday was this past weekend.I had my husband buy the mashed Hermes for my birthday (because nothing says Happy-Birthday-Darling like a broken typewriter). Now I will be able to dismantle and investigate the complex mechanisms slowly and methodically at my own pace and not worry
that I may never get it back together and working. At this point, its an interesting parts machine, but who knows? Perhaps it will type again.Here are the ladies of Mozos. Roia (mother of the Arduino Kid) is posing with the LC Smith and Moe is posing with the Parisian wrestlers:I think this poster of turn-of-the-century Parisian wrestlers could look
great framed and hung in the bathroom: March 3, 2016maryech 12 Comments
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